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Upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was predominantly grades 41 and higher 
and staples 34 or 35, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA. Grades 41 and higher accounted for over 56 percent of ginnings and staples 34 and 

35 made up over 63 percent. Cotton with fiber strength of 90,000 pounds per square inch 

or stronger made up almost 46 percent of ginnings, the largest proportion since records be- 
gan. Cotton miking 35-49 comprised 69 percent of ginnings, the smallest proportion since 
1966. Ginnings prior to October 1 totaled 1.5 million running bales. 


White grades 41 and higher accounted for over 56 percent of upland ginnings prior to Octo- 
ber 1 this season. Grade 41 accounted for over 38 percent of these, while grade 31 made 

up over 13 percent. Through the end of September last season, grades 41 and higher account- 
ed for over 63 percent of ginnings with grade 41 making up almost 37 percent and grade 31 
accounting for over 19 percent. All White grades comprised over 73 percent of ginnings this 
season compared with almost 77 percent a year earlier. Light Spotted grades made up 25 per- 
cent this season against 21 percent a year earlier. 


Cotton stapling 33 and shorter comprised almost 35 percent of upland ginnings through Sep- 
tember 30, down from a little over 37 percent a year earlier. Staples 34 and 35 made up 
over 63 percent of ginnings this season. Of these, staple 34 comprised over 43 percent, the 
largest proportion in this length since the crop of 1970. Through the end of September last 
season, staples 34 and 35 made up almost 59 percent of ginnings, with staple 34 comprising 
29 percent. Staples 36 and longer made up almost two percent of ginnings prior to October 
1, down from over four percent a year earlier. The average staple was 33.6 thirty-seconds 
inches, the same as a year ago. 


Fiber strength of upland cotton.ginned prior to October 1 this season averaged 89,000 pounds 
per square inch, up from 87,000 psi a year earlier. Cotton 90,000 psi and stronger made up 
almost 46 percent of ginnings. This was the largest proportion of any crop in the stronger 
range since records began in 1966 and compares with less than 31 percent a year earlier. 
Upland cotton with strength of 80,000 to 89,000 psi accounted for 52 percent of ginnings 
prior to September 30 this year compared with 63 percent a year ago. Cotton weaker than 
80,000 psi made up a little over two percent of ginnings, down from six percent a year ear- 
lier and the smallest proportion since records began in 1966. 


Cotton miking in the 35-49 range made up 69 percent of upland ginnings prior to October 1 
this season. This was the smallest proportion of ginnings through September in the desirable 
mike range since the crop of 1966 and compares with almost 76 percent a year ago. Cotton 
with mike of 50 or higher comprised almost 22 percent of ginnings compared with 19 percent 

a year ago. Cotton with mike of 34 or lower comprised nine percent this season against five 
percent a year earlier. Average mike was 44 compared with 45 through September last year. 


Cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season totaled 1,491,600 running bales, according to 
the Bureau of the Census. This compares with 2,353,200 bales ginned to the same date in 
1977 and 572,600 bales in 1976. 


Sars 





Table 1. Upland cotton ginned in the United States, by grade Lf 
Gradecnae September 1-30 Season through September 30 
1977 1978 1997 1978 1977 1978 1977 1978 
Bales Bales Pct. Pct. Bales Bales Pee Pot. 
White hoe is pi a rian | oa es 
iy 50 = * = 50 = * e 
2b 9,033 2255) 0.5 O73 14,985 5,186 0.6 0.3 
30 ay) 4e 342 Des * Dstko 421 ee * 
Bi 249,832 82,490 15s LOS 8 456,315 19Ge057 19.4 Loe 
40 83,742 24,714 5.0 520 146,336 67,614 O22 ed 
41 614,886 3245211 B54. aie | 862,759 510.25 36.9 38.4 
50 T2382 22,596 4.4 220 87,879 44,514 Orr 350 
Sit! 166, 243 9345592 10.0 14 Diee0ao 174,174 9.0 te 
60 13825 753 0.1 oe 2,288 3,484 nL OFZ 
61 9,819 9,740 0.6 ee Los O47 ZLevOe 0.6 1.8 
70 ~ 8 - * ~ 138 - x 
vist 978 1,362 QoL Or 2 304 3.550 Ory Oz 
Light Spotted 
12 - - - - _ - - - 
22 1,713 361 Orn * Zeal Tr, 389 0.1 Oo 
32 119,149 49,139 Peete. 6.0 Loy ce 93,988 6.7 655 
42 248,407 161,595 1530 Los? 297,497 229,977 12-6 Eee 
52 363472 324425 ie 3.8 47,269 48,600 ZeO ers 
Spotted 
13 - - - - - - - - 
23 84 - * = 200 20 * * 
33 34 ob2 P15 8 OFZ O st 4,615 LOO Or 2 Or 
43 23,360 5,940 ee Os Zoe a2 8,583 er 0.6 
59 6,787 3.953 0.4 O25 7,830 Deo ro Oro 0.4 
Tinged 2/ 
24-54 523 380 * * 558 459 * * 
Light Gray 
16 - - ~ - - - - - 
26 - U7. ~ * Pea SO 176 * * 
36 759 490 * OF} bs326 Pree Oe: Ort 
46 687 100 * * 949 959 * aL 
Gray 
T7 - - - - - - - - 
Dy = - - - 19 30 * * 
37 18 8 * * 37 on * * 
47 158 8 * * 196 89 * * 
Below Grade 3/ 2,005 Ze 02 Ore O38 3,203 7 eek 0.2 


All grades Ty657 soo ee OL9 soe eee LOUTO LOOTOM 2 353223 tp GL OO ee OO. 0 10060 
1/ Data for current season are preliminary. o 


2/ Includes all grades. 
3/ Bales that are lower in grade than the lowest official standard for the correspond- 
ing color group. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 2. Upland cotton in the United States, ginnings and supply, by staple 1/ 


Staple September 1-30 Season through September 30 
1977 | 1978 | 1977 | 1978 1977 | 1978 hip77 [1978 
Bales Bales rot. BOE; Bales Bales Pet: PCE. 

26 and shorter 10 25 * * 10 65 * * 
28 1,048 596 O.1 Or 1,144 1,566 * 0.2 
29 9,450 Ti 2a 0.6 14 LT, 38 34472 D.5> aes 
30 116,983 322639 4.0 4.0 135,826 69,861 Do ae | 
31 150,701 9,465 oo aie 187,945 15,814 8.0 pip k 
ae 66,093 20,607 4.0 Bao 128,780 48,518 aS 323 
33 1485511 121,568 8.9 14.8 409,100 348,923 17.4 2 
34 390,044 343,763 £55 42.0 681,610 649,061 29.0 43.4 
35 682,350 255,157 fle, Sle mf 02.616 298,003 29-4 20.0 
36 90,194 215708 et 2.6 90,641 22,590 3.9 B aie 
Se 4,178 eyo) O63 23 4,178 2,505 0.2 OZ 
38 34 2 * * 34 he * * 
39 - - - - - - - = 
40 and longer - ~ ~ - - - - = 
All staples 1,659,596 819,322 100.0 100.0: 243353, 223 91,491,450 100.0 100.0 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 3. Specified measures of quality for upland ginnings 1/ 
Tee September 1-30 Season through September 30 

1977 | 19738 1977 | 1978 
Average staple, 32nd. inch SEP. Boao 33.6 32.6 
Rough preparation, percent * Deo * es 
Tenderable, percent 2/ 58.5 48.9 baa 5a. 9 
Average mike reading 4.5 Ay 4.5 4.4 
Average fiber strength (Mpsi) 87.9 88.9 87.0 89.0 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
2/  Tenderable for grade, staple and mike in settlement of futures contracts. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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Table 8. 


State 


North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 


Alabama 


Mississippi 
Tennessee 
Missouri 
Arkansas 


Louisiana 


Oklahoma 


Texas 


New Mexico 
Arizona 


Calitornis 


United States 


=a 8 


Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to October 1, 1978 with 1977 comparisons, by states 1/ 


Grass 
1977 1978 
13.6 oe 
ee oye 

wo 3.4 
O09 320 
4.0 syy! 
| 2.8 6.0 
0.5 0.8 
Ld BYR 
7.9 4,1 
nS - 
Seg Za 
ie) - 
2.0 2.8 
Oe7 Ay 
336 3.4 


Grade reductions 


Sie oa—ahew 


Total reductions 


1947 


Pte 
beecere RS RE 


* 


Of 


O19 


1978 
Pct, 


0.5 


0.2 


20.5 


3.2 


Lieu) 


0.4 


1.9 


Lo77 
Pet. 


1978 
Petr 


0.1 


0.5 


0.7 


0.1 


97 76 1978 
Pete Pet. 
a 6 G2 
10.9 5.6 
8.4 3.6 
0.9 Sal 
fea 5.8 
2.8 6.6 
Oro 0.8 
ee oo 
Lo Ao 
S24 2055 
5.5 5.9 
roo - 
aon 4.8 
eg! 2 a 
4.5 5.4 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* Less than 0.05 percent. 


